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CAFA Museum is pleased to present the exhibition Enchanted Nature, Revisited of Italian/French artist
Michele Ciacciofera, on view in the fourth floor Gallery from July 26 through 11 September, 2016. This is
the first solo show by the artist in China.

Throughout his work, Michele Ciacciofera (b. 1969) consistently embraces a range of mediums, from
installation and sculpture to painting and drawing that will accompany a recent video/sound installation
conceived specifically for this exhibition.

The exhibition will also include a series of eleven installations culled from his visual exploration of Austrian
physician and Nobel Prize winner Wolfgang Pauli and Swiss psychiatrist Carl Gustav Jung’s 1952 “The
Interpretation of Nature and Psyche” and also Pauli’s reflections on Kepler’s “Mysterium

Cosmographicum”.

The title Enchanted Nature, Revisited comes from the artist’s own sketchbook in which he regularly records
his thoughts, which include his relationship to the world, and his re-imagining of nature and the environment.
Ciacciofera conveys a sense of uncertainty and fragility, but also his deep affection for the natural world. In
doing so, he underlines the crucial role of memory in his life and research.
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The project features a vast installation comprising of large-scale paintings, drawings, hand-sculpted objects,
ceramics and terracottas, assembled sculptures made from a mix of earth, concrete, random found
components, and a video-sound 432Mhz installation, which shows how nature plays a central role in the
artist work. Some of these materials were sourced from the various places where he has lived and worked,
and some come from his long term collection of objects that could now be described as readymades.

Ciacciofera’s concept for the exhibition is to represent an infinite, multifaceted understanding of how we
sense Reality and Nature, and that there is no single path considered definitive or absolutely conditional.

With this Ciacciofera wishes to reconnect to the premise made by the early 20th century Italian intellectual
Antonio Gramsci on the subject of indifference, by attempting to simulate, through the chosen works, an
iterative dialogue with visitors, and to share with them the emotional voyage through the artworks, and
consider what works as a catalyst-modifier of our art-infused social space. Therefore, we are not talking
about just a simple exhibit, but a shared “second look” and structural re-think.

The political and anthropological connotations derive from the vision expressed in the form of his chosen
materials, including cardboard, polystyrene, terracotta, raw clay, and recycled other materials mostly derived
from the natural world. These forms further suggest an aesthetic path from the figurative to the abstract and
vice versa, without clear lines of demarcation.

Michele Ciacciofera was born in Nuoro (Sardinia), Italy, was educated in Palermo in Sicily, (also in Italy)
and currently lives and works in Paris, France.

Enchanted Nature, Revisited is curated by Wang Chunchen and accompanied by a fully illustrated catalogue
with texts from the curator, Christine Macel and Hans Ulrich Obrist.
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